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I was able to help address the sea 

lamprey problem in Lake Champlain 
by bringing NOAA and Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission funding to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to im-
plement sea lamprey control. The pro-
gram is an unmitigated success, with 
sea lamprey control goals being met 
and more importantly, with a spectac-
ular rebound in the number, size, and 
health of salmon, lake trout, and other 
large fish species. Over the past decade, 
I have brought the funds needed to 
build the GLFC Lake Champlain pro-
gram to $10 million each year, sup-
porting research, education, and imple-
mentation work in New York and 
Vermont. 

The U.S. Army Corps Lake Cham-
plain Ecosystem Restoration Program, 
more commonly known as the 542 pro-
gram, was put in place at my request 
in legislation in 2000. That program has 
been reauthorized with expanded fund-
ing authorization this year and should 
continue to benefit the lake for many 
years to come. 

My exploration of Lake Champlain 
shipwrecks as a diver sparked an inter-
est in the history and heritage of the 
Champlain basin that led to my co-
sponsoring the bill that created the 
Champlain Valley National Heritage 
Partnership in 2006. That program con-
tinues to provide funding and technical 
support through the National Park 
Service around cultural heritage in 
Vermont and New York. 

I also supported the construction of 
the new UVM research vessel which I 
was proud to see named for Marcelle. 
The boat will begin service in 2023 and 
is sure to carry generations of students 
and lake researchers across the water 
for years to come. The Patrick and 
Marcelle Leahy Center for Lake Cham-
plain is also in an excellent position to 
educate students of all ages, from 2 to 
92 years old, about science and Lake 
Champlain. 

In conclusion, I am pleased to have 
been able to bring Federal support to 
the restoration and protection of Lake 
Champlain throughout my career and 
even more proud that measures I have 
helped put in place should keep mul-
tiple Lake Champlain programs oper-
ating for many years after I return to 
Vermont to live near the shore of this 
Great Lake. 
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RECOGNIZING THE EAST ST. LOUIS 
FLYERS’ 2022 FOOTBALL TEAM 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, on 
November 26, the East St. Louis Fly-
ers—Illinois’ winningest high school 
football program—defeated the Prairie 
Ridge Wolves 57–7. By handing Prairie 
Ridge their first loss of the season, the 
East St. Louis Flyers took home the Il-
linois High School Association’s Class 
6A Championship, the school’s 10th 
State football title. 

As an Assumption High School Pio-
neer and native son of East St. Louis, 
I went to school just a few minutes 
down the road from East St. Louis Sen-

ior High School—or East Side as we 
called it. Even back then, East Side 
was a dominant force in high school 
athletics. So much so that in 1960, 
when the Assumption Pioneers man-
aged to pull off an upset win against 
the East Side Flyers at Parsons Field, 
our entire school was given the day off 
to celebrate. While Assumption High 
School closed in 1989, East St. Louis 
Senior High has fought on and is now 
the last remaining high school in my 
hometown, serving about 1,500 stu-
dents. Over the years, they have con-
tinued to excel in athletics, enjoying 
success thanks to coaching legend Bob 
Shannon, who led the Flyers to six Illi-
nois State championships and two na-
tional championships during his time 
as head coach. 

East St. Louis is a city that has fall-
en on hard times, a story all too com-
mon in this Nation. What used to be an 
economic powerhouse on the Mighty 
Mississippi with flourishing 
meatpacking, rail, and manufacturing 
industries, the City of Champions now 
struggles with frequent flooding, lim-
ited economic opportunity, a shrinking 
tax base, and bouts of high crime. Yet 
despite these challenges, the Flyers of 
East St. Louis Senior High were able to 
persevere and fly on to win their 10th 
State football championship. 

After falling to the Cary-Grove Tro-
jans by one point in the 2021 Class 6A 
Championship game, there was no 
guarantee that the Flyers would make 
it back to the State championship. The 
Flyers had a rough start to the 2022 
season, losing two of their first three 
games after dropping contests to St. 
Frances Academy from Baltimore, MD, 
and a road game against the Creekside 
Seminoles of Fairburn, GA. A testa-
ment to the team’s resilience, the Fly-
ers would go on an 11-win tear, which 
included 6 shutouts thanks to the Fly-
ers’ stout defense. In the 4th game of 
that 11-game winning streak—an 80–0 
win over the Alton Redbirds—Flyers’ 
Head Coach Darren Sunkett notched 
his 200th career win. This milestone 
caught the attention of a coaching leg-
end, none other than the University of 
Alabama’s Nick Saban, who reached 
out to congratulate Coach Sunkett. 
After such a dominant victory, you 
might expect the team would celebrate 
and rest on their laurels. Instead, after 
one of the week’s grueling 3-hour prac-
tices, Coach Sunkett made his team 
run sprints due to poor coverage on one 
of the kick-offs. It was back to hard 
work. 

Despite his demand for excellence 
and attention to detail, Coach Sunkett 
knows that success on the field is not 
all that matters. He wants his players 
to be well-rounded and has designed a 
program to help his players succeed on 
and off the field. Having grown up with 
little chance to explore outside his 
hometown of Camden, NJ, Coach 
Sunkett makes every effort that his 
players experience life outside of the 89 
blocks of East St. Louis, often taking 
his team on the road to test themselves 
against the Nation’s best teams. 

Football is much more than touch-
downs or tackles, first downs or sacks, 
or even wins and losses. It is about col-
lective effort, a group of people coming 
together to achieve something more 
than what they could achieve on their 
own. For many of the young men of the 
East St. Louis Flyers football team, 
football represents opportunity. An op-
portunity to make a better life for 
themselves and their families, get a 
quality education from one of the Na-
tion’s leading universities, and get a 
degree that will open up many more 
opportunities. What these young men 
have been able to do this season, de-
spite the odds being stacked against 
them, is nothing short of remarkable. 

To the players: whether you suit up 
and play at a top-tier collegiate pro-
gram next fall or you never play an-
other down of football, remember: You 
will always be champions. Congratula-
tions on bringing the 2022 Illinois High 
School Association’s Class 6A Cham-
pionship home to East St. Louis. 
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES M. INHOFE 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
rise to pay tribute to our colleague and 
friend, Senator JAMES INHOFE. There 
are few Senators more conservative 
than Senator INHOFE. And yet he is al-
ways working across the aisle, colle-
gially, on issues where he can find bi-
partisan agreement. I have enjoyed 
working with him on the Senate Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee. 
We disagree on most of the ‘‘Environ-
ment’’ portion of the committee’s ju-
risdiction, but we certainly agree on 
the ‘‘Public Works’’ portion. Because of 
his leadership, EPW is ‘‘the committee 
that gets things done,’’ as he likes to 
put it. 

Senator INHOFE served in the U.S. 
Army from 1957 to 1958. He served in 
the Oklahoma State Legislature for 10 
years, including 4 as senate minority 
leader. He was elected mayor of Tulsa 
three times. He won election to the 
U.S. House of Representatives four 
times. And he won election to the Sen-
ate six times. He has served as chair 
and ranking member of the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee and 
the Armed Services Committee. 

Senator INHOFE has had a long career 
in public service, but he also worked in 
the insurance industry, real estate de-
velopment, and one of his greatest pas-
sions, aviation. Senator INHOFE is a 
pilot, with over 11,000 flight hours. I be-
lieve he is the only Member of Congress 
to pilot his own plane—a twin-engine 
Cessna—around the world, something 
he did in 16 days in 1991, recreating 
Wiley Post’s historic 1931 journey. He 
is one of general aviation’s most dedi-
cated advocates and a member of the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Associa-
tion, AOPA. 

If you want an example of grace 
under pressure, in 1999, Senator INHOFE 
lost the propeller off his Grumman 
Tiger May 8 but made a successful 
emergency landing at Claremore, OK. 
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